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Frome is a market town with a historic central core surrounded by post-war urban expansion, which 

resulted in a growth in the population supported by new infrastructure and services. In the late 

1980s the A361 route through the town centre was diverted along a southern bypass between 

Beckington and Marston.  

Since the 1990s development has generally been less comprehensive and more incremental and 

piecemeal in its form and this has resulted in the associated infrastructure improvements being small 

and involving minor schemes in terms of their scale and benefit. The resulting effect of this is that 

since the opening of the bypass, no significant change to infrastructure and services has happened 

despite growing mobility and demand from the resident and visiting population. 

Recent developments, such as David Wilson Homes Aldhelm Court on Blatchbridge Road and 

Persimmon Homes Edmund Park to the rear of ASDA have met their direct needs for infrastructure 

and services but, given their scale and piecemeal approach to planning, that has not extended 

beyond their immediate means of access and certainly has not had any net benefit on the town and 

movement within it.  

The Part II sites for south Frome represent a continued policy of incremental and piecemeal 

development that will be unable to deliver infrastructure beyond that required to achieve direct 

access to the nearest public highway. They will not materially benefit the long-term viability of 

existing services and facilities in the town and will be unable to influence and inform any step change 

towards sustainable development that can be scaled up so as to benefit the town as a whole. In 

short, they will result in further unsustainable development and aged infrastructure and services 

being less able to meet the needs of a changing society that already lags behind neighbouring towns 

that compete for jobs and investment.    
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It has not been since the Stonebridge development of the 1980s that any significant new 

infrastructure and services, which delivered new roads and a sports centre, has been provided 

through comprehensive development in Frome. The degree to which Frome has lagged and declined 

can be gauged by comparison to neighbouring towns, such as Trowbridge and Melksham, which 

have seen significant gain through new road infrastructure and community services and facilities, 

through development being planned and delivered in a comprehensive manner.      

Comprehensive development to the south of Frome offers the only opportunity to redress this lag 

without significant Government funding and priming of new and improved infrastructure and 

services. The scale of development would necessitate new cyclepaths and footways, roads and bus 

services that would service the town as a whole. Connections to key facilities and destinations, such 

as the town centre and the station, would require upgrading and improvement that, again, would 

have a town wide benefit that could not be met by smaller scale development. 

In overall summary and conclusion, incremental development as proposed within the Part II 

ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽĐĂů�WůĂŶ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŝŶ�͚ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ͛�ĨŽƌ�&ƌŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĞ�ŶŽ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�Žƌ�

improvement in infrastructure and services that are already lagging behind local towns competing 

for inward investment in jobs and facilities. Alternatively, comprehensive development can deliver a 

step change in fortune for Frome with viable new and improved infrastructure and services.       
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1. Vectos have been appointed to provide preliminary transportation planning and highway 
engineering advice in relation to emerging development proposals south of Frome in 
Somerset.  

2. These written transport representations are made in support of comprehensive residential 
led mixed-use development supported by significant new infrastructure and services as a 
promotion to the Mendip Local Plan Part II, which is currently in the pre-submission 
consultation stage. 

^ŽƵƚŚ�&ƌŽŵĞ��ŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝǀĞ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ 

3. The promotion site, supported by these written representations on transport, is located over 
an area incorporating the FGA and measures approximately 400 acres and would have the 
potential to accommodate 2,000 homes, employment land, education facilities, sports and 
recreation areas, a local centre and further ancillary and complementary facilities. The 
location of the site is shown below in Figure 1 below. 

Figure 1 -Site Location Plan 

 

4. The site is bounded by the A361 and railway to the east, A361 to the south, Marston Road to 
the west, and the Culverhil and Marston and Wessex Fields trading estates to the north west. 
Frome town centre is located just under 1.5 km to the north.  
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5. Section 10.1 of the Part II Written Statement relates to Frome and identifies draft emerging 
allocations south of Frome and referenced as sites FRO012M, FRO152M, FRO004, FRO150a, 
FRO150 & FRO001. These draft allocations propose standalone, incremental and piecemeal 
development parcels that will be unable contribute to meaningful sustainable and connected 
development, for the reasons identified within this document.  

6. Frome is the largest town in Mendip and is designated as a principle settlement in the Local 
Plan Part I. At 10.1.13 of the Part II Written Statement the future growth area for Frome is 
identified, as follows: 

͞South of site allocation FR150, land is highlighted as a Future Growth Area (FGA) in Local 
Plan Part I, south to Birchill Lane and west of Feltham Lane. Taking into account the proposed 
allocations, development of this area is likely to require a more comprehensive approach ʹ
particularly in terms of infrastructure, highway access and landscape assessment. The future 
of this location will therefore be reassessed in the context of the Future Single Plan Review.͟  

WK>/�z 

EĂƚŝŽŶĂů�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�WŽůŝĐǇ�&ƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�;EWW&Ϳ 

7. The NPPF identifies the core principles behind the planning for and delivery of sustainable 
development and the key overarching policies are set out in paragraphs 6 to 10 in terms of 
defining sustainable development, and paragraphs 11 to 16 in respect of the delivery of 
sustainable development. Paragraph 17 sets out the Core Planning Principles of the NPPF.  

8. Section 4 of the NPPF covers sustainable transport and how the impact of development 
should be considered from the transport perspective.  

9. Paragraph 7 defines the three strands of sustainability, economic, social and environmental. 
Paragraph 8 sets out how these three roles should be interpreted, recognising that they are 
mutually dependant and that well-designed buildings and places can improve the lives of 
people and communities. The planning system should play an active role in guiding 
development to sustainable solutions.  

10. Paragraph 9 sets out some of the positive improvements that should be sought by 
sustainable development. Paragraph 10 ŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�͚ůŽĐĂů�ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͛�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͘��ĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞůǇ�ƌĞŵŽǀŝŶŐ�͚Ă�ŽŶĞ�ƐŝǌĞ�ĨŝƚƐ�Ăůů͛�
approach to sustainability and allowing the benefits of a site͛s location to be recognised. 

11. Paragraphs 11, 12 and ϭϯ�ƐĞƚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐŝƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�͚ƉůĂŶ�ůĞĚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͛�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�
the NPPF within the plan-making and decision-taking process. This is then clearly set out in 
paragraph 14. Paragraphs 15 and 16 set out the need for appropriate policies to be in place 
to enable the delivery of sustainable development through the development plan, as well as 
providing the basis for neighbourhood plans. Paragraph 17 sets out core land-use principles 
that should be applied to plan-making and decision-taking, and bullet point 11 of 12 is the 
key transport related principle.  
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12. In summary of paragraphs 4 to 12 of the NPPF and their relevance to development within 
Mendip: sites should be considered on their relative sustainability - locally and across the 
District. Their economic, social and environmental impacts should be fully considered and 
how development will impact positively and negatively in these respects on surrounding 
communities.    

13. In terms of congestion, highway safety and accessibility, the NPPF states the following:  

Paragraph 30  

14. Encouragement should be given to solutions which support reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions and reduce congestion. In preparing Local Plans, local planning authorities should 
therefore support a pattern of development which, where reasonable to do so, facilitates 
the use of sustainable modes of transport. 

Paragraph 32 

15. All developments that generate significant amounts of movement should be supported by a 
Transport Statement or Transport Assessment. Plans and decisions should take account of 
whether: 

x the opportunities for sustainable transport modes have been taken up depending 

on the nature and location of the site, to reduce the need for major transport 

infrastructure; 

x safe and sustainable access to the site can be achieved for all people; and  

x Improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that cost 

effectively limits the significant impacts of the development. Development should 

only be prevented or refused on transport grounds where the residual cumulative 

impacts of the development are severe. 

Paragraph 35  

16. Plans should protect and exploit opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes for 
the movement of goods or people.  Therefore, developments should be located and 
designed where practical to:  

x give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements and have access to high quality 

public transport facilities;  

x create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and 

cyclists or pedestrians, avoiding street clutter and where appropriate establishing 

home zones; and 

x consider the needs of people with disabilities by all modes of transport.   



 
Page: 6 
 
 

 

17. Frome is a sustainable location with regards to access and use of sustainable modes of 
travel, containment of travel and proximity to other towns. In the context of the 
requirements of the NPPF, only comprehensively planned and delivered development can 
deliver the scale and type of infrastructure and services that will be of benefit to the town as 
a whole. Conversely, piecemeal and incremental development will be constrained by the 
NPPF to delivering small scale and largely ineffective infrastructure. These points will be 
established later in this document. 

DĂŶƵĂů�ĨŽƌ�^ƚƌĞĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�DĂŶƵĂů�ĨŽƌ�^ƚƌĞĞƚƐ�Ϯ 

1.1 Manual for Streets (MfS) and MfS2 outline the principles of sustainable developments, 

focussing on inclusive design and a sense of place. These are widely regarded as the best 

principles in designing residential areas. 

1.2 MfS Table 3.2, replicated below, outlines the hierarchical approach to be adopted within 

new developments. 

 

18. It is stated that pedestrians should at least be considered first, even where it is not viable to 
provide more favourably for pedestrians.  

19. MfS and MfS2 establishes that place making and connectivity are key requirements in 
development. Development south of Frome would be very well connected to the immediate 
adjoining areas and through the existing network of footways and roads would provide 
multiple routes to the town centre and other key local destinations. Opportunities to 
improve upon current points of poor connectivity can only be achieved through 
comprehensive development.   

^ŽŵĞƌƐĞƚ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ�WŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ʹ�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ�Θ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
;ϮϬϭϭͿ 

20. The overarching principles and ethos throughout the Somerset County Council Transport & 
Development document is to reduce reliance on the private car, and to promote sustainable 
travel efficiently and effectively. 

21. Paragraph 1.3 of the Transport & Development document states that: 
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͞dŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚǇ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů�ǁŝůů�ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǁĞůů�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ͕�ƌĞŝŶĨŽƌĐĞ�

self-containment of settlements and reduce the need to travel. They should achieve suitable 

connection to appropriate transportation infrastructure and services in order, where travel 

remains necessary, to maximise the use of sustainable forms of transport appropriate to the 

particular location.͟ 

22. Comprehensive development south of Frome would support an inherently sustainable and 
connected community, assisted by a degree of self-contained employment, local facilities 
and amenities within easy walking distance and all other parts of Frome within easy cycling 
distance. 

^ŽŵĞƌƐĞƚ͛Ɛ�&ƵƚƵƌĞ�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ�WůĂŶ�;ϮϬϭϭͿ 

23. /ƚ�ŝƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�^ŽŵĞƌƐĞƚ͛Ɛ�&ƵƚƵƌĞ�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ�WůĂŶ�ƚŚĂƚ: 

͞tĞ�ǁŝůů�ŚĞůƉ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ďĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂĐƚŝǀĞ�ďǇ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĂǀĞů�ŝŶ�Ă�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ�
ǁĂǇ͘͟� 

24. It goes on to state that this will be achieved by emerging technologies, sustainable 
development, ICT and efficient management of parking.  

25. Development south of Frome will enhance the town by the location of a number of key 
facilities and amenities within easy walking and cycling distance of all parts of the 
development and adjacent areas. This would include the adjacent Wessex Fields and 
Marston Trading Estates, which are significant areas of employment locally.  

DĞŶĚŝƉ��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�>ŽĐĂů�WůĂŶ�WĂƌƚ�/� 

26. The overarching principles and ethos of the Mendip Local Plan Part I regarding transport are 
of reducing the reliance on the private car, and promoting sustainable travel. Frome is well 
situated for trips to be made sustainably, with a number of key public transport connections. 
It is stated in paragraph 2.43 that Frome is well connected in sustainable transport terms; 
the only town in Mendip with a railway station, as well as frequent bus services. It is stated 
in the summary table on page 53 that there are many strengths and opportunities in Frome, 
including employment and educational opportunities. 

DĞŶĚŝƉ��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�>ŽĐĂů�WůĂŶ�WĂƌƚ�//��ƌĂĨƚ�ĨŽƌ�WƌĞͲƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ��ŽŶƐƵůƚĂƚŝŽŶ 

27. The Mendip District Local Plan Part II is presently in the consultation phase. The purpose of 
the Plan Part II is to set out a long term strategic vision for the future of the District, including 
housing, economic development and infrastructure. Frome is stated as a key area of growth 
within Section 10 of the document.  

28. It is our view that the strategic wholistic development of the south Frome area will not only 
provide for the current 400 ʹ 600 residential shortfall, but also provide a comprehensive 
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strategy for sustainable development of the town enabling the coming forward of significant 
infrastructure and facilities during in the current plan period and beyond. 

�y/^d/E'�dZ�E^WKZd��KE�/d/KE^ 

29. The following section of this document outlines the existing sustainable travel network, 
travel characteristics, and the local highway network in the vicinity of south Frome. 

DŽďŝůŝƚǇ 

30. Good Mobility is a critical characteristic for the successful economic and social growth of 
Frome. Mobility is hereby defined as the access to daily destinations and facilities, including 
schools, work, friends, shops and leisure. People aspire to live within Frome because of the 
diversity of opportunities available within the town and at a short distance to where they 
live. 

31. Somerset CC are supporting and encouraging of the increase in Mobility by sustainable and 
inclusive modes of travel. The primary aim is to further shift the modal split from the car 
driver to more space efficient, socially inclusive and less polluting forms of Mobility, and not 
just to supply extra road capacity. 

32. A Sustainable Travel Town focuses on reducing the need to travel overall and increasing the 
proportion of journeys made by sustainable modes (on foot, by bicycle, by public transport 
or via schemes such as cycle hire and car clubs). The initiatives include walking, cycling and 
shared mobility infrastructure and enhancements, together with behaviour change schemes 
ʹ this approach is generally referred to as Mobility-as-a-Service (MaaS). 

33. The south Frome development would deliver as a single entity a greater opportunity for a 
fully integrated and succinct community, maximising the potential uptake of sustainable 
travel, that smaller and piecemeal development could not seek to achieve. 

34. In addition to traditional physical infrastructure and services is our increased reliance on 
Virtual Mobility; this removes the requirement entirely for the use of a physical Mobility 
network. It is access through technology and includes the video conferencing, working from 
home, or a local work hub, internet shopping etc. 

35. Technology already plays an important role in Mobility, but the scale of change in the coming 
years will be substantial and could be addressed in a comprehensive development scheme in 
Frome ʹ Hyper Speed Broadband and work-hubs. 

^ƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�dƌĂǀĞů 

36. Land to the south of Frome is in a sustainable location, in the context of Frome and Mendip, 
with regards to transport. This section outlines the sustainable travel opportunities within 
the local area, concentrating on walking, cycling, bus and rail. 
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�ĐƚŝǀĞ�dƌĂǀĞů�Ͳ�WĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ�ĂŶĚ��ǇĐůŝƐƚ�&ĂĐŝůŝƚŝĞƐ 

37. Active travel is walking, cycling, scooting and jogging. These are the highest capacity forms of 
transport, where capacity is defined as people per unit area. Figure 2 below illustrates the 
person capacity per 3.5m wide carriageway lane per hour for various modes of travel. 

Figure 2 ʹ Person Capacity per Carriageway Lane per Hour 

 

38. Active travel transport is a particularly efficient and desirable way of getting around. It makes 
best use of available space, something that will become increasingly important as the 
population of Frome grows. 

39. It contributes to better health, something that is strongly encouraged by the NHS to combat 
obesity and non-communicative disease and which minimises the public health burden. It 
encourages community interaction and active environments at a pedestrian scale, which in 
turn contributes to inclusiveness across a wide sector of society. 

40. There is the potential for significantly improved active travel infrastructure in Frome that 
would only be achievable through comprehensive development. 

41. There are a number of key facilities within easy walking and cycling distance of the 
development area; the location of these will determine the key pedestrian and cyclist desire 
lines to be addressed. These facilities are shown graphically in Figure 3 below. 
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Figure 3 ʹ Key Local Facilities  

 
 

42. The key pedestrian routes from south Frome towards the town centre and adjoining areas 
are shown below in Figure 4.  
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Figure 4 ʹ Key Pedestrian Routes 

 

43. As can be seen from Figure 4 above, there are a number of key pedestrian desire lines and 
routes through the existing area south of Frome. The existing urban form is very conducive 
to walking with footways running adjacent most residential roads and many lightly trafficked 
or car free routes within the historic areas.  

44. Traffic volumes and speeds are generally low but with dedicated crossing facilities provided 
along key routes where higher traffic flows are experienced. 

45. The Frome cycle map is reproduced below at Figure 5. This shows designated signed routes 
through and immediately adjacent to the south Frome development site as well as other 
local roads and streets appropriate and recommended for cycling and walking. 

46. As can be seen from Figure 5 below, the closest facilities and amenities are located in Frome 
to the north. 
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Figure 5 ʹ Frome Cycle Map 

 

47. Sustrans National Cycle Route 24 passes through the development proposals, along Feltham 
Lane, through Frome towards the north west. The Sustrans National Cycle network is defined 
as a network of safe, traffic-free paths and quiet on-road cycling and walking routes. 
Sustrans National Cycle Route 24 runs from Bath, through Radstock, Frome, Warminster and 
Salisbury. 

48. An extract from the Sustrans map, showing the route of the National Cycle Route 24 through 
Frome is shown below in Figure 6. 

Figure 6 ʹ Sustrans Map Extract 
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49. Cycle route 24 to Radstock is primarily an off-road route forming part of the nationwide 
network and as such is of a high standard of provision and is highly conducive to all levels of 
ability of cyclist. 

WƵďůŝĐ�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ 

50. Bus and rail are both high capacity mobility networks that enable the efficient movement of 
people. Given the proximity to a railway station and the closeness of the majority of trip 
destinations to Frome, the use of bus would offer the greatest opportunity to replace trips 
previously made by the private car.  

51. Just as car pooling does, public transport performs a social inclusion function as well as a 
sustainability function, and is one of the real and practical choices for mobility to and from 
the surrounding areas. 

�ƵƐ 

52. Frome is generally well served by bus services, with a number of key connections to and 
from the surrounding area. However, in recent years͛ service levels have been reduced as a 
consequence of reduced County subsidies and/or reduced commercial viability.   

53. The Frome Minibuses service number 30 provides a local loop route to the town centre from 
Feltham Drive. This provides a bi-hourly service between Monday ʹ Friday and to a lesser 
frequency on Saturdays. 

54. The 80, 162, 267, Superfast 3, and X67 bus services provide connections through to Shepton 
Mallet, Bath, Taunton and London. These run at a combined frequency of approximately 4 
services per hour Monday and Friday and to a lesser frequency on Saturdays and Sundays. 

ZĂŝů 

55. Frome Railway Station is located to the north east of the development site, accessed by the 
Portway and is within walk and cycle distance of the site. The station is located on the Frome 
Loop that runs off-line from the Exeter-London mainline.  

56. The Heart of Wessex service runs from Bristol to Weymouth, calling at stations including 
Bristol, Bath, Trowbridge, Westbury, Castle Cary and Yeovil with service frequencies hourly in 
each direction of travel. A daily return service to London-Paddington has successfully 
operated for a number of years. 

57. Commuter services between Frome, Bath and Bristol have seen significant increases in 
patronage in recent, a 7.5% year on year rise for 2017 and an 87% rise over the preceding 10 
years, as rail offers an increasingly attractive option compared to comparable car journeys. 
Considering all 10 Somerset stations, this percentage rise is only second to Bruton and in real 
terms of passenger numbers rank orders as the sixth busiest station in the County.  



 
Page: 14 
 
 

 

dZ�s�>��,�Z��d�Z/^d/�^ 

58. Whilst it is important to have an understanding of how people are currently travelling in 
Frome and where there is potential to change behaviour, it is perhaps more important to 
look at how broader society is already changing in terms of travel behaviour and what the 
future is likely to hold for the next generation of young people in Frome who will become 
adults during the coming years. 

EĂƚŝŽŶĂů�dƌĞŶĚƐ�ŝŶ�dƌĂǀĞů��ĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ 

59. dŚĞ�/ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�;/d�Ϳ͕�ŝƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ��ƌŝƚĂŝŶ͛Ɛ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ�
with a mission to explore all aspects of transport and land use policy. It has recently 
ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�Ă�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŽŶ�͚ZĞĐĞŶƚ�ƚƌĞŶĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƌŽĂĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĂŝů�ƚƌĂǀĞů͗�tŚĂƚ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƚĞůů�ƵƐ͍�ϭϵϵϱ-
ϮϬϭϰ͕͛��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϲ�;��ϭϮϵͿ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƚŝĨǇ�ƚƌĂǀĞů�
trends rathĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƵƐĞƐ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ĂƚƚŝƚƵĚŝŶĂů�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�
ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚ�ĂƐ�ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂǀĞů͘�dŚĞ�/d�͛Ɛ�ϮϬϭϱ�ĂƚƚŝƚƵĚŝŶĂů�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ĂƐ�͚ĂƉƉůŝĂŶĐĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂƐƉŝƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕͛�ĞƐƉĞĐially by 
ǇŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ�ŝƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨĂǀŽƵƌĂďůǇ͘͟ 

60. Some of the key findings of the research are: 

x Overall, the total miles travelled by English residents reached a peak in 2007 before 
falling sharply at the time of the Recession of 2008-09, and subsequently stabilising at 
this lower level. This was in spite of a significant population increase of 12% over the 
period 1995-2014. As a result, per capita travel in terms of distance has been decreasing 
significantly over the past decade and is now 10% lower than in the mid-2000s.  See 
Figure 7 below. 

x The historic correlations between incomes/costs and travel are weakening. Rail travel 
per person has continued to rise in spite of above-inflation fare increases, while car 
driving per adult has declined in spite of motoring costs remaining stagnant. 

x We are witnessing an inter-generational divide in travel behaviour trends. Young adults 
in Great Britain, men in particular, are the group where car use per adult is falling 
fastest. The same phenomenon has been seen in other industrialised countries. 
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Figure 7 ʹ Total Miles (personal travel), population and miles per person England 

 

61. These findings assist policy makers in determining their investment priorities to facilitate the 
delivery of growth in housing and jobs. Of particular relevance to the Somerset strategy for 
growth and infrastructure investment is one of the concluding remarks in the research 
report: 

͞dŚĞ�ĨŝŶĚŝŶŐƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽrt with other 

policy areas. A key current issue surrounds housing construction, given the widely-accepted 

need for increased housebuilding to keep up with demand for accommodation and deflate 

the house price bubble. However, the location of these new developments will have a major 

impact on future patterns of travel demand, and in determining the extent to which this is car 

based. Careful site selection and adequate investment in accessibility by public transport and 

on foot and cycle should be a priority in new developments, especially outside those areas 

ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐŽŽĚ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ŝŶ�>ŽŶĚŽŶ͘͟ 

dƌĂǀĞů��ĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ�ŝŶ�&ƌŽŵĞ 

62. Travel characteristics for Frome residents have been determined from 2011 Census data. 
Table 1 below summarises the mode split of travel to work for Frome and other Mendip 
towns.  
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Table 1 ʹ Mode of Travel to Work for Mendip Residents 

Method of travel to work 
South 
Frome 

Frome Wells 
Shepton 

Mallet 
Glaston

bury 
Street 

Work mainly at or from home 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Train 2% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Bus, minibus or coach 2% 3% 3% 1% 4% 2% 
Taxi 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Motorcycle, scooter or moped 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 
Driving a car or van 68% 69% 62% 69% 65% 57% 
Passenger in a car or van 6% 6% 5% 7% 6% 5% 
Bicycle 3% 2% 3% 2% 4% 6% 
On foot 18% 16% 26% 19% 19% 30% 
Other method of travel to work 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

63. 25% of Frome residents travel by sustainable modes to work whilst the average for the other 
main Mendip towns is 30%, with the main variance being the proportion of walking trips. Not 
surprisingly, only Frome attracts any proportion of rail travel. The proportion of car-based 
trips for Frome is comparable with Shepton Mallet, both 69%, and only marginally higher 
than Glastonbury.  

64. A more in-depth review of the data shows that 46% of residents of south Frome travel less 
than 5km to work; less than a 20-minute bike ride and from this it is evident that there is 
scope to increase the cycle mode split further, from 3%. This would engender a more 
sustainable, active and healthy environment and community. 

65. Table 2 below shows the location of work for residents of south Frome.  

Table 2 ʹ Location of Work for Mendip Residents 

  Usual Residence 

place of work Frome Wells 
Shepton 

Mallet 
Glastonb

ury 
Street 

Great Britain 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Frome 38% 1% 2% 2% 1% 
Wells 1% 33% 7% 7% 4% 
Shepton 1% 4% 25% 2% 2% 
Glastonbury 0% 3% 2% 24% 8% 
Street 0% 5% 3% 15% 36% 
Trowbridge 4% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Westbury 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Warminster 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Bath 9% 2% 2% 1% 1% 
Bristol 2% 4% 2% 2% 1% 
Yeovil 1% 1% 2% 4% 4% 
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66. In summary of Table 2 above it can be seen that a significant majority, 38%, of residents live 
and work in Frome and that this is in comparison to containment within the other Mendip 
towns ranging between 24% and 35%. Frome exceeds all other Mendip towns for the 
containment of work-based travel and on this basis, it is evident that in NPPF terms it can be 
considered that this attribute contributes towards Frome being considered as a sustainable 
location for significant new development.    

>ŽĐĂů�,ŝŐŚǁĂǇ�EĞƚǁŽƌŬ 

67. Whilst it is not the purpose of planning policy to prioritise protecting the convenience of 
commuter car drivers, protecting the environment and amenity of the community requires a 
balanced approach of: encourage community integration, social inclusion, economic growth, 
and in doing so, to provide for a choice of mobility, and encourage the most energy efficient 
movement. 

68. The total Mobility network within Frome and the wider area is not under significant load 
stress. There is already ample capacity for easy movement at the busiest times. As travelling 
by car becomes increasingly inconvenient, or the behaviour of people changes, whether 
through education or changing priorities, people will make greater use of these available 
networks. 

69. Transport planning is no longer about forecasting a traditional traffic demand, and then 
seeking to accommodate it within an empirical limit (predict and provide). It is required 
instead to think smart about sustainable travel and mobility as a whole; this is reflected in 
Local Plans across the county of Somerset. 

70. In so doing the county of Somerset is moving away from the premise that travel must be 
habitual, to a realisation that travel in the modern world is going to be about flexibility and 
choice, and often guided by an information technology platform on a computer or smart 
phone. People now look for flexible seamless travel; including virtual travel. 

71. It is human behaviour to minimise inconvenience so the choice of physical highway 
infrastructure and improvements needs to be well considered so as not to inadvertently 
create further problems further down the road, such as negatively impacting Frome town 
centre. 

72. Additionally, the alternatives to the use of a private car are to be promoted and enhanced; 
this includes a greater awareness of existing alternatives, management measures (e.g. 
walking buses to primary schools) to encourage their use, and enhancement of existing 
networks and provision of new alternatives, spreading choice and maximising convenience.  

73. Approaching travel planning in this way maximises the convenience of the road network for 
those that must drive and this is even if it is relatively inconvenient compared to other 
modes. 

74. Frome has a comprehensive network of roads throughout the town, with the key routes 
radiating from the town centre and a bypass to the south and east. As can often be the case 
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with historic market towns, some of the routes are contained within physically constrained 
corridors or through areas where road traffic results in amenity and environmental issues. 

75. As a consequence of the bypass Frome does not experience acute traffic congestion but does 
have localised locations where delay and slow-moving traffic can occur and that this is not 
necessarily confined to traditional peak commute times.  

76. Whilst the bypass has eliminated strategic through traffic from the town, there remains a 
significant residual volume of traffic making intra town trips that could equally be made 
using the A361 bypass. Of relevance to development south of Frome are the following 
localised areas where traffic issues, of some order, occur: 

77. The B3090 corridor: 

x ^ĂŶĚǇ͛Ɛ�,ŝůů�>ĂŶĞ�ƌŽƵŶĚĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�^ĂŝŶƐďƵƌǇ͛Ɛ ʹ off-peak minor delays; 

x DĂƌƐƚŽŶ�ZŽĂĚ�ͬ�DĂƐŽŶ͛Ɛ�tĂǇ�ƌŽƵŶĚĂďŽƵƚ�ʹ peak and off-peak minor delays; 

x The Butts north of Manor Road ʹ on-street parking requiring single lane shuttle working 

and resulting in minor delays at all times of the day; 

x Butts Hill / Christchurch Street East priority junction ʹ peak time minor queuing and 

delay on Christchurch Street East; 

x Bath Street / Christchurch Street West roundabout ʹ peak time minor queuing and road 

safety issues. 

78. The B3092 corridor: 

x Weight limit due to restricted width of carriageway ʹ operational issue; 

x <ĞǇĨŽƌĚ�ͬ�>ŽĐŬ͛Ɛ�,ŝůů�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ƐŝŐŶĂůƐ�ʹ constrained junction geometry; 

x >ŽĐŬ͛Ɛ�,ŝůů�ͬ�WŽƌƚǁĂǇ�ƚƌĂĨfic signals ʹ Portway corridor subject to localised congestion 

and some delay. 

79. For the avoidance of doubt, it has not been found that any of the above locations have acute 
or nearing acute traffic capacity issues. However, when viewed in a town wide context these 
locations provide some constraint on the otherwise freeflow of traffic. 

80. At a strategic level a comprehensive package of works could manage and better control and 
freeflow of traffic along the B3090 and B3092 corridors such that journey times became 
more consistent and reliable. However, the down side of this would be to increase the 
attractiveness of intra-town trips via the town centre as opposed to using the bypass. 
Therefore, addressing these two corridors also requires consideration of traffic through the 
centre itself ʹ Market Place ʹ and maintain, at worst, the status quo of trips through the 
centre. 
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��s�>KWD�Ed�dZ�E^WKZd�^dZ�d�'z 

81. This section outlines our conceptual transport strategy to be implemented as part of the 
South Frome development. 

82. The south Frome development will concentrate on creating a high-quality transport network 
both internally within the masterplan, and externally, by means of improving the Mobility 
network within Frome. The highest capacity modes of travel are walking and cycling, 
followed by public transport, and then the private car. As such, this dictates the sustainable 
travel hierarchy to be established in this development transport strategy. 

83. Only comprehensive development can achieve a sustainable transport network that is 
capable of delivering meaningful travel and behavioural change across Frome. Outlined 
below are the component parts that collectively achieve a comprehensive strategy. 

WĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ�ĂŶĚ��ǇĐůŝƐƚ 

84. The pedestrian and cyclist strategy have been combined, as for the most part, they share the 
same space and infrastructure, and offer similar levels of capacity. It is a fundamental 
concept of place making design, reflected in this strategy, that pedestrians and cyclists 
should be given priority over road space, and achieve permeability with the surrounding 
areas. 

85. A number of existing lanes and tracks run across the site and which would lend themselves 
to form pedestrian and cycle routes as part of the development. These include: 

x Vinney Lane; 

x Little Keyford Lane; 

x Paddles Lane; 

x Birchill Lane, and 

x Southern parts of Feltham Lane.  

86. Pedestrian and cyclist movements have been given the greatest priority in our masterplan, 
which illustrates the pedestrian and cycle connectivity that can be achieved. The primary 
routes through the scheme will be shared multi-modal corridors with foot and cycle ways 
providing connectivity across the development. 

87. Those corridors will link to the external network along the identified desire lines to key trip 
destinations, given the whole of Frome is within easy cycling distance and the town centre is 
within walking distance, along routes and to destinations, as summarised below: 

x Marston & Wessex Fields Trading Estate ʹ there are immediate and direct connections 

to the trading estate immediately to the north where existing footways and roads are 

currently satisfactory for walking and cycling subject to localised areas of improvement 
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and bolstering ʹ typically informal on-carriageway cycle routes, dropped kerbs, tactile 

paving, decluttering of the road side environment.  

Frome Station ʹ estate roads and footways through Culverhill linking to The Dippy and 

the linear pathway running east-west. Through improvement to this key route a safe 

and convenient route can be created. From The Dippy taking Adderwell Road (an estate 

ƌŽĂĚͿ�ƚŽ�>ŽĐŬƐ͛Ɛ�,ŝůů�ǁŚĞƌĞ�Ă�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ crossing can replace the existing 

Zebra. At the Portway junction advanced cycle stop lines will provide safe areas for 

cyclists. In the immediate vicinity of Station Approach a signal-controlled pedestrian 

crossing of Portway. 

x Frome Station riverside route ʹ a public right of way currently runs alongside the River 

Frome and the railway in an east-west orientation. Upgrading this route, which largely 

falls within the site area, would provide a dedicated pedestrian and cycle route corridor 

that could be made up to NCN standards and form a spur section of NCN24 from the 

station to the site.   

x Town Centre ʹ the primary desire line from the site is along the Culverhill and Keyford 

corridor, which would require some improvements in provision. The Keyford traffic 

signals lack any cycle facilities but have new pedestrian crossing provisions. Whilst 

pedestrians can continue directly along Keyford it will be necessary to introduce a 

contraflow cycle route. The Christchurch Street East junction is very intimidating to 

pedestrians with long crossing widths and no form of control or priority. The 

replacement of this junction with traffic signals (as described later on) would introduce 

new and formalised pedestrian and cycle facilities addressing the balance.    

88. From the Station, pedestrians and cyclists will be able to pick up National Cycle Network 
Route 24 which provides connections through to the ASDA superstore. 

89. The submitted masterplan illustrates the concept of pedestrian and cycle connectivity across 
and from the site. 

WƵďůŝĐ�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ 

90. Comprehensive development south of Frome would require and enable a major rethink of 
bus services within and to the town. Where current services may terminate to the south, 
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�EŽ͘�ϯϬ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�Ăƚ�<ĞǇĨŽƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�Ϯϲϳ�Ăƚ�^ĂŝŶƐďƵƌǇ͛Ɛ͕�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂůůǇ�
continue through the scheme.  

91. These extended and/or wholly new services would create circular routes passing through the 
development and linking to the other key areas and destinations within the town. The 
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increased patronage of the scheme would help return the long-term viability of bus services 
in Frome whilst also enabling service level improvements.  

92. A combination of the extension / replacement to the 30 and 267 routes would result in a 15-
minute service frequency passing through. The resulting direct and indirect increase in use of 
bus services would have significant benefit for Frome as a whole and would enable 
operators, in partnership with other stakeholders, to invest in new vehicles and a branded 
service route, similar to the Mendip Explorer operated along the A37 corridor by FirstBus. 
The proposed routing is shown below in Figure 8. 

Figure 8 ʹ Proposed Bus Routing 

 

93. A significant asset to Frome is its mainline rail station and the connectivity it provides at a 
regional and national level.  

94. Great Western Railways (GWR) are currently implementing an update and redistribution of 
their fleet as a consequence of the electrification of the line to Cardiff. Rolling stock from the 
Thames Valley is being deployed on the Weymouth route, increasing capacity by 50% at 
Frome.  

95. Delivering pedestrian and cycle connections from the development to the station will ensure 
that rail travel is a viable option for those travelling to local towns - Westbury, Trowbridge 
etc. as well as further afield including direct trains to London, Bath and Bristol. 

96. Whilst the station has been subject to recent improvements in cycle parking and security, 
further improvement can be made, such as improved passenger waiting facilities, currently 
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only available whilst the station is staffed, which could be funded through development in 
partnership with the GWR. 

97. The rethinking of buses in Frome would include routing services via the station and 
synchronising them to connect with train services.  

WƌŝǀĂƚĞ��Ăƌ�hƐĞ�Θ��Ăƌ�WŽŽůŝŶŐ 

98. Use of the private car is the predominant modal share of the UK, including Frome. Single 
occupancy car use is one of the least efficient forms of mobility in terms of space, energy and 
pollution. There is finite space for roads and junctions within the Frome, and this will limit 
movement at the busiest times of the day and make the requirement for truly integrated and 
sustainable transport an absolute requirement. 

99. Car-pooling is multiple occupancy car travel. Two people sharing one car effectively means 
one less car on the road. Technology, and in particular smart phone apps, make this a 
mainstream form of Mobility. Car pooling is already a material travel option, adopted by 
employment parks and business, specifically for travel to and from work. The current 
development of real time car-pooling apps makes car pooling an option comparable to 
walking, cycling and driving. 

100. Car pooling is a socially inclusive form of motorised mobility. It is effectively private public 
transport, with far wider coverage than can be achieved economically or sustainably by 
buses and trains. It provides an extra layer of opportunity for people that chose not to use a 
car, or who, for instance, aspire to only own one car where otherwise may have owned two. 
It reduces individual travel costs, reduces emissions, and contributes to community 
integration. It reduces car trips and car parking demands. 

101. With the concentrated areas of employment in Somerset, as well as common origins and 
destinations, there is significant potential for car-pooling to have a positive impact on car 
trips, car parking and air quality in the town.  

'ŽŽĚƐ�DŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ 

102. There has been a significant increase in recent years in light goods vehicle (LGV) movement, 
ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŽŵĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌŝĞƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌ�ŝŶ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�͚ůĂƐƚ�
ŵŝůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂǀĞů͛�ŝƐ�ŝŶĞĨĨŝĐŝĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵŵďĞƌƐŽŵĞ͘ 

103. Future developments will need to minimise this by taking advantage of emerging initiatives 
and approaches to home deliveries. In particular micro consolidation centres (localised drop 
ŽĨĨ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƌĐĞůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂĐŬĂŐĞƐͿ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞĞŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�͚ůĂƐƚ�ŵŝůĞ�
ŽĨ�ƚƌĂǀĞů͛͘ 

,ŝŐŚǁĂǇ�^ƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ 

104. This section outlines the highway strategy of the South Frome development, incorporating 
the vehicular access strategy. 
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105. The internal road strategy will give priority to pedestrians and cyclists, with the road network 
designed to MfS and MfS2 standards. The road network will be designed to be naturally 
speed calming, with features such as shared spaces, physical features, changes in priority, 
and psychology and perception. Reduced vehicular speeds create a more inviting 
atmosphere for cyclists and pedestrians, and enhances the sense of place and security. 

106. The primary internal road network will be designed such that it will accommodate 
appropriate bus movements. 

107. So as to maximise the use of the A361 bypass and minimise traffic passing through the town 
centre, it is proposed to provide principle points of access on to the A361 and B3090 
Marston Road. 

108. The access onto the A361 bypass is expected to take the form of a roundabout junction, 
typified by that provided to Commerce Park to the east. It would be located to the west of 
Lethbridge in the general vicinity of Vinney Lane.  

109. The B3090 access would be in the form of a smaller diameter roundabout approximately 
ŵŝĚǁĂǇ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�DĂƌƐƚŽŶ�ƌŽƵŶĚĂďŽƵƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ��ϯϲϭ�ĂŶĚ�^ĂŝŶƐďƵƌǇ͛Ɛ͘ 

110. Other secondary points of connection will be made towards the town including containing 
Sandys Hill Lane in to the site from the west, Little Keyford Lane from the north, and Feltham 
Lane to the east. 

111. The strategy for these links and their corridors towards town is explained below. 

A361 Bypass 

112. This would be the primary road connection and provided so as to draw traffic away from the 
town for routes that can otherwise use the bypass. 

B3090 Marston Lane 

113. The B3090 form a key corridor route in to the town as well as connecting to the A362 
corridor towards Radstock. It is key to manage the volume and flow of traffic along this route 
ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƚƚƐ͕�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ZŽƐƐŝƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ZŽĂĚ�ĂŶĚ�^ŽŵĞƌƐĞƚ�ZŽĂĚ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�
single file shuttle working. The several junctions along the route, whilst not operating at 
theoretical capacity, are nonetheless busy when considered in the context of Frome. 

114. /ƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞƚƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ƚŚĞ�ĨůŽǁ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ�ĨƌŽŵ�^ĂŝŶƐďƵƌǇ͛Ɛ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉ�of Bath 
Street by the replacement of the following junction with traffic signals: 

x DĂƌƐƚŽŶ�ZŽĂĚ�ͬ�DĂƐŽŶ͛Ɛ�tĂǇ�ƌŽƵŶĚĂďŽƵƚ͖ 

x dŚĞ��ƵƚƚƐ�ͬ�ZŽƐƐŝƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ZŽĂĚ͖ 

x Butts Hill / Christchurch Street East priority junction; 

x Bath Street / Christchurch Street West roundabout. 
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115. These junctions would operate in coordination so as to control the flow of traffic in and 
outbound from the town. Each junction would provide pedestrian crossing facilities and 
advanced cycle stop lines, so as to include and encourage sustainable travel. 

116. Of particular note is the potential for significant improvement to the public realm and 
pedestrian facilities at the Christchurch Street junction, which is currently dominated by 
highway and wide crossing lengths for pedestrians. Much of the land could be turned over to 
public space/realm and this improvement could be co-ordinated with the nearby Saxonvale 
development.  

^ĂŶĚǇ͛Ɛ�,ŝůů�>ĂŶĞ 

117. /ƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�^ĂŝŶƐďƵƌǇ͛Ɛ�ƌŽƵŶĚĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶĂů-controlled junction linked 
to that provided on Marston Road. Pedestrian crossings and advanced cycle stop lines would 
be provided. 

Little Keyford Lane 

118. The northern access would be via a continuation of Little Keyford Lane in to the site. It is 
proposed that the direction of priority of the Mount Pleasant junction with Culverhill would 
be reversed with the Lethbridge Road serving as a side arm to the junction and as a cul-de-
sac to vehicular traffic. 

Feltham Lane 

119. The eastern connection would be via a continuation of Feltham Lane in to the scheme. 

Lethbridge to A361 

120. This link would diverge from the current road alignment by the Cross Keys public house with 
the old road to the north becoming a cul-de-sac to vehicular traffic. 

Town Centre / Market Place 

121. Whilst being some distance from the site, for the reasons expressed in this document, 
consideration should be given to reducing the convenience of through traffic to route 
through the town centre. 

122. This can be achieved by introducing a 20mph zone, increasing the priority of pedestrians and 
blurring the demarcation between all road users. Past schemes on these lines have been 
promoted and explored by interested parties. The added benefit of such a scheme would be 
the improved public realm and environment of the town centre. 

123. Whilst the partial on-carriageway bus stops are locally unpopular, they do serve to slow and 
interrupt traffic and thereby contribute towards deterring through traffic on this route. 
However, as part of a comprehensive rethink of traffic, buses and pedestrian in the town 
centre, a major improvement in public amenity and place making could be achieved.   
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dZ�E^WKZd�^dZ�d�'z�^hDD�Zz 

x On-Site Active Travel, new key infrastructure including: 

o Comprehensive network of footways and cycleways across the development. 

o Existing lanes and tracks becoming greenway pedestrian and cycle corridors. 

o Frome Station riverside route ʹ riverside cycle route west of station to Marston 

forming spur from existing NCN24. 

x Next Bike cycle station and rental scheme incorporating electric cycles. 

x Of-Site Active Travel Corridors, significant upgrading and improvements to provide: 

o Marston & Wessex Fields Trading Estate - informal on-carriageway cycle routes, 

tactile paving and dropped kerbs at crossing points. 

o Frome Station -  upgrade of paths across The Dippy, informal on-carriageway cycle 

routes of lightly trafficked roads, advanced cycle stop-lines at junctions, tactile 

paving and dropped kerbs at crossing points, formal controlled pedestrian crossings 

on busier trafficked roads. 

o Town Centre - informal on-carriageway cycle routes of lightly trafficked roads, 

advanced cycle stop-lines at junctions, tactile paving and dropped kerbs at crossing 

points, formal controlled pedestrian crossings on busier trafficked roads. 

x New and Extended Bus Services, including: 

o Extensions of current routes 267, X67 and 30 so as to route through the 

development forming both clockwise and anti-clockwise circular services. 

o Doubling of service frequency through increased patronage. 

o Extension of weekday and weekend timetable through increased patronage. 

o New and diverted routes through development led on a commercial basis. 

x Improved Rail Service Provision: 

o Improved pedestrian and cycle connections to the station. 

o Station improvements incorporating increased safe and secure cycle parking, 

ticketing and waiting facilities.  

o Contribution, through increased patronage, to increased service frequency and 

weekday and weekend timetable. 

o Synchronisation of the bus and rail timetables to enable seamless interchange of 

travel. 

x Car Pooling and sharing scheme. 

x Extension of Frome Electric Car Club. 
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x ͚&ŝŶĂů�ŵŝůĞ͛�ŚŽŵĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�ĐŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŚƵb. 

x Comprehensive new highway infrastructure, comprising: 

o On-site provision of roads and streets meeting the needs of local travel and creating 

places and a community ʹ place making.  

o Primary vehicular access taken directly off A361 Frome bypass and B3090 Marston 

Road. 

x Comprehensive network of signal-controlled junctions to control flow of traffic on 

southern arterial routes to town centre, including signal-controlled pedestrian crossing 

phases and advanced cycle stop lines, comprising: 

o DĂƌƐƚŽŶ�ZŽĂĚ�ͬ�DĂƐŽŶ͛s Way junction; 

o dŚĞ��ƵƚƚƐ�ͬ�ZŽƐƐŝƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ZŽĂĚ�ũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶ͖ 

o Butts Hill / Christchurch Street East priority junction; 

o Bath Street / Christchurch Street West junction. 

x Public realm improvements, at: 

o Butts Hill / Christchurch Street East priority junction. 

o Market Place & Bath Street.  

124. The proposed highway strategy is shown below in Figure 9; this shows the proposed 
signalised junction, and the Proposed Public Realm. 
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Figure 9 ʹ Proposed Highway Strategy 

 

��/>/dz�dK���>/s�Z�/DWZKs�D�Ed^ 

125. Planning and delivering development in an incremental and piecemeal manner, as is 
proposed through the 500-600 dwellings forming the draft Part II sites south of Frome, limits 
the scale and influence of supporting infrastructure by virtue of the requirements of the 
NPPF. In effect each site will be considered in terms of its isolated impacts on services and 
infrastructure at the time of planning and required to avoid any significant adverse effect 
resulting from that scheme.  

126. Each site would offer little (if any) benefit from its own on-site infrastructure other than 
meeting the needs of its own proposed residents. Off-site it would be necessary to pool 
financial contributions from all of the sites to deliver even a part of any meaningful wider 
transport strategy and only if they were considered cumulatively.  

127. In practice the timing of each site coming forward is likely to frustrate any attempt to collect 
a pool of financial contributions resulting in either public funds being needed to meet 
shortfalls or the infrastructure going un-delivered and the contributions returned to 
developers. 

128. Alternatively, comprehensive planning and delivery of development, comprising in the order 
of 2,000 homes, employment land, education facilities, sports and recreation areas, a local 
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centre and further ancillary and complementary facilities will enable an equally 
comprehensive and more certain approach to enabling and delivering the supporting 
infrastructure and services. 

129. By virtue of the coverage and travel needs of the development a comprehensive network of 
ŶĞǁ�ĨŽŽƚǁĂǇƐ͕�ĐǇĐůĞǁĂǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌŽĂĚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ƌŽƵƚĞƐ�ǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�ĐƵů-de-sacs to 
pockets of development but would serve as useful through routes for all users. Off-site a 
single s106 contribution can provide certainty on the delivery and phasing of infrastructure 
and services as the scheme is built-out. 

130. In conclusion, there are significant material reasons and benefits of adopting a 
comprehensive approach to planning and delivery of development south of Frome that is 
supported by the NPPF. The risk of adopting an incremental approach is further ageing 
ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ůŝƚƚůĞ�ƉƌŽƐƉĞĐƚ�ŽĨ�ƵƉŐƌĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�
of Frome. 

 


