
How do Mendip District Council decide on additional housing numbers for Frome?

How do they decide on the number of affordable houses and what does this mean?

Mendip D.C. have an ‘Evidence Base’ for population and housing. They make a ‘ Housing Needs 
Assessment & an Affordable Housing Study & then a Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment’ (SHMA) - Oct 2016 (298 pages). 

They make a Sustainability Appraisal (166 pages) with constraint maps which assess the landscape 
& agricultural land (here is Frome’s).

These are some of the key findings for Mendip & Frome (from 2012 study here);

http://www.mendip.gov.uk/evidencebasepopulation
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/evidencebasepopulation
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1013&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1013&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1013&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1013&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1031&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1031&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=14834&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=14834&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=14834&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=14834&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/sustainabilityappraisal
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/sustainabilityappraisal
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=915&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=915&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1013&p=0
http://www.mendip.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1013&p=0


So from these findings you can see the housing need arising, annual need in Frome (172), 
the sizes required (42% 1 bed, 35% 2 bed, etc), the type of affordable housing needed (top 
is social rented (needs housing benefit), followed by ‘affordable rented’ (benefit claimers but 
not housing benefit) & ‘intermediate rented’ (80% of market prices but no deposit), then very 
little call for Shared Ownership (1%).

The Sustainability Appraisal then tests the need against the constraints. It looked at seven 
scenarios and tested them against 13 different criteria. It looks at growth of housing 
between 1901 houses and 3450 houses and concludes that the maximum number which 
should be accomodated in Frome is 2379. 



MDC assessment of housing need, from the Local Plan ‘Sustainability Assessment’
Assessment of impact on housing increase of 7 scenarios (1A-4), set out below;

Methodology

Only 2B, 3A & 4 considered suitable
Conclusions on rejected higher figures;

1A This development would provide for far 
more homes than are needed to support the 
local economy exacerbating existing out 
commuting. The imbalance of more homes 
than are needed would lead to residents 
finding it hard to obtain employment within the 
town as there are more homes provided than 
jobs. This would mean that residents would 
have to travel further afield to find 
employment.

3B This development would provide for far 
more homes than are needed to support the 
local economy exacerbating existing out 
commuting. The imbalance of more homes 
than are needed would lead to residents 
finding it hard to obtain employment within the 
town as there are more homes provided than 
jobs. This would mean that residents would 
have to travel further afield to find employment.
The negative impact upon this objective is 
considered to be too severe to mitigate
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So Mendip DC have carefully assessed the needs of Frome, not just for housing but for employment 
space.

It then sets out a Local Plan with strategies, calls for more land from landowners, assesses if it 
appropriate and sets a ‘housing trajectory’. See pages 3-6 for details. Appendix A below

update for final plan, from ‘Testing Housing Supply’ paper, Dec 2017

Summary - there are 1741 houses allocated for Frome (in addition to existing consents not yet 
completed) from 2016 - 2029

Population increase from 4300 to 6100 (at 2.5 or 3.5 people per household)

Specifically allocated sites (excluding windfalls) are shown to provide 1616 houses, of which 458 
are affordable (inc. 30 retirements homes). Also mentioned are sites which could be allocated, 
giving an additional 331 homes, of which 82 are affordable.

So the Local Plan allows for a potential maximum 1741 + 331 homes = 2072, of which affordable = 
540 homes. This gives an additional population of between 5100 to 7250 people.

Note: there are NONE allocated to the Notts Industries and FTC sites at Saxonvale, only to the 
Terramond site. Perhaps this is because it was deemed at ‘not available’?
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Appendix A - detail on housing numbers

A - sites with permissions, started, not started



B - Developable sites
C - other sites with potential but not included

Note, these unallocated sites could deliver an additonal 145 houses if added in.



Appendix B - SUMMARY of Appendix A


